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K,rnrr. Cnlrr

Cc, r-r. r,ccle ti cri omul 
'r ea s:r sc clescxrcc? Liseti-l i, pecc se-si

versc receznll

Ar-rzi, clolnnr-r1c, rr-zicc cirpirantLl. pr-r,{rsii rLie clc I.
Amstcrclanr, rrfuuisitii iia cle jiclani, a,-r ir,ncLrr-rnit clLLpri pcrlc-i
Cici, ie t,ezi, nu srlscsti pc-acolcl nisre pcrle? Lunrca l inncbr-rnjt
clr-rpir pcrlc si clLrpri altc' elcll Asre pcnt'u cri ormcnii 'or r-rcr.cr-L

r-rn rrizboi snn mrri stiLr eu cel E teama ci picLc1 benii. lsra cl
Tolte astcu sc chclmi crizir, donrnulcl

clpite.rLl J. r,., -foch ezirri r-rn pic. sir-rcli,c[L-se c1ac,i f:rcc
bine sir cliscute problcme cle eco,ornie. Dc fipt, azi nu,ri clcsprc
estr s<: vor'bcqre, nurr..ri ci :rici, in fita ir-rsulci Tma Nllsa. e

cilclurii.r.re si rtnoslcra c molcsitoer-e, lstfel ir-icit f. r'ar'l-och
se multtrmi sir riclice mlnr si si bombine:

- Auzi, pcllel Ceylonul e scciLtr,Li r, clomr-rlLle, pc cinci eni.
ier in For-r]-rosl s-lr intclzis pescr-ritrLl I l)rr ci, rL1, tot rcpct:"r..ia
i,cealcir si girseste, cipitlne r.an'foch, un 1oc nor-L rle c,-rles pcrlel
Ie du-te P'.ir-r ir-isulcle alce neno,ocirc, po:rrc dri pcstc .isrc
srriclii..." I)ispr-ctuiror, cirpiranul isi sr-rfli n,rsul irtr-o brristr'r
albastrir.

- Ncn.rocitii lia cle eu,operi isi inchipuie cir pc rici sc,rrri
poatc gisi cevl clcspr-c cale sir nu srie njrnenii Dormr-ic, riin-rpiri
mai surtl Binc ce ,u mir pun si mir uit 1a ritu,rilc blestemetilor
iistorl clc beteci, sir r.Icl dacir n, c,lnv,r 1c rcs perlc pc nlsl Un
loc r-rt',-r c1c vlner pcrlcl in Prclang s-. cleschis r-rn borclcl roLr. esrr
cl:r, clu un loc nou cle priicl*it? I)omnnlc, cLlnosc ins,lelc :rstca
ca ninreri lltr-r]... clin cic_1.lon plnr. la nenor-ocirr de clippcrro'
Islar-ic1.... l)ecir isi inchipuic cinc'. cir pe-rici sc,rei p.atc eisi
ceva dc lu c:rre s-lrr prltex clstige r-rr b.n, arunci rluci-sc. clom-
nulel Eu r-rmblu pc lici de treizcci c1c mi, iar:rcu'n t1u-npirii irir
imi ccr- si n-rei clcsco1lir cev:rl

/iri:boi cu .s,ii.:

CirpitenuLl r,rn 'foch sc sufbce 1,,.

ebs,-rr de.

- N'-tL clecit sir trin-iitli--ncoe rir

ccvl ultriror-. dlr sI-i ce ar-ir rsrr cu.,

ccali rsrn. nric. cirpit-lnrLl J. r-,rn
clor-nnule... Aco1o, ir-r Er-Lropa. li r-l--:.

cler- rici... LtLmcl r.ine prir-r partil.- -,,

clc mincuc^ porlrc nici rllicu- pen:r
ce pot sit- clunpere si srL rrinclnl I)rrr:
neLerrcitc s-rr mli rfla ccr.a ceLr: s:r ,

ei si girsi trei eqenri crr:e ar fice scl:
r,:rse lor x srrpte stlte ca sir opre lsc.
sir mi ierti. cler sriu mli binc .li-
Nlaicst:rtii Srle regine cum srru 1,.rir

I)rrl.li t'e rroruri i llsrl Lur tinr1.. - . .

invingir cr-l Lln clort justificatu nr.,r-.

- ii vczi ecolo pe iie cloil s

()c-r-lon... s:i r-r-tl ferclscl I)ur-r-ine.:

iircut I)tLm1rczcLr., cler clc cc i-l i.--

ii cl- eclLr-n cu r-nine, .lorlnr-r]c i-.-

t-llm Pe cere rrr-r-i sclis ,,Agenri.
in api dupi scoici. Zglobiul i1-L :r

optzeci c1c rletri rclircimc; o.1,,.:*

le o lcllncir-r-Le dc notLizeci cJe r:..
cle Ir1nrrt, clornnulc, cler- pcrlcl I'.
)r.ltil 1lisr.' ql.illrtii. SCul-sul'll srr.'ic..'..

e nr'lt()r'u\'it ll ntt'll tle rtte sct'ie: lni. ..

micr-, clar dc fapt c..rL1t Lrn loc ntr,-L '--

sit 1e clescopiu si vreulr pfurhrr r.--
nrL-i rieubir llcntrLl nn cir.pit:rr-i crn.-
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Klnpr CepEx

Toch rrr-r-i un blesten-rrrt de l'ent*ricr, clornnulcl Nr-r. clomnrLlcl
Si ase mai depar-te. M,cl estc ncsfi.rsjtli. iar- occerrLl trrrrpr-r1,i
nt-l urc l-iot,uc. I)lcli scuipi ir-r nrarc n-o un-rfli. iu'soartrr ri-cr
critici clegcaba. r-r-o pc'rti schimba.

Astfel, ciupir nrr-rlte .col*r-i si prcqririr-i, c:ipirarul r-esului
ol,rnclcz K,nclor-rg Brnclocng, J. rr:u-i 'foch, sr'c oftir-rcl in b,-ce
cc trebui:r sir-] cluca ir-r kempongul' clin'hne lvlrsr. unclc urml s:i

cliscutc cu bctivanul clc metis cublno-porruqhcz unclc chcstirrni
comcr-cililc.

- Sorn', crrpt:rin - spLlse. in sfirsit, corcitnra cnblLr-ro-pi-utr_r-

ghezir - nici, le'['er-r..r N,les:r, n.'r cresc scoicil Batlcii rlsria jcr:osi

- aclir,gri cl sclrbit - nrrinincri si rnecluzc; ii griscsti rnei r-nult i,
apir clecit pe Llscar, iar fimeile lor put a tlcsre , r-rici nu r-ri pure ti
imagina... Cc-en'r vlur sir spr_rn? Al-re, dv. inrr-ebeti de lcmci...

- Nu sc giscsrc pc-:rici vrco br-rcuti clc tr'rrn-r - ir-rtrcrbir cripi-
tanul - dc pe c:ue Lrlrncij Isrie inrr.ir in apir?

Colcitura cu-b:rno-pc'ntushezi didu c1in cap.

- Nu, clomnLrlc. Porrtc dou I)cvi1 Ba1,. cler nrL c c1c du,,nncr-
voastra ls21 ccv:1...

- I)e cc?

- Pcnt,tL cir...:rc.lo,-lr-e voie ninreni. dor-rntLlc. Su,r.i ro'.
ur-r 1--ric, cri 

1-ri tar-rc ?

- Jl'renlrs. Sunr rcchirri p-acolo?

- ]\echiri si altcle, ,rormiri corcir,r:r. E r_Ln loc blcstc,-rat
clomntrle. Betecir nu l-, r,eclca cu ochi buni pe cel crre ru

indr:izni si se durcl ecokrJ

- f)c cc?

- ...Fiir-rclcir srrnt cLrrci. clon-n-rulel Draci cle rnuel

Kanrporrg. in linrlr,r mrlu,r-. irr inrlonczien:i [nnrpant, insclrmiL..ser"

l(ri:boi cLr .t.rl,:

- Cc inscemni drac dc n-rue? E ..

- [)cste? plorcstrr n-rctisul gesrii

.lomnule , cllecl l)rec. r-rnu' cl-irle crrl..

1e spun rapa. Sc zicc cir clracii irsrl:r

lv[lr rorn un pic?

- Si cr-rnr rrrati un cl'lc d-irsrel
Cr-rbano-por tug}iczul ridici clin ::

- Ce clrlcii. clolrnLllc Am r-irzr-r: .

c,rpr,Ll. N41 intorcelun clr barcr r1c i,-

r-rcsc cu, in flLte nree, icsc cli:r epi r
- Ei si? Clur-n rrirre?

]'ati... r,'ltstlt () lll-c rrsll. clr Lrn.'

- N-o fi flost chiar urn brtrl,?

- Nu. clclrr-rrrr,rlc. Acolcl r-ru ir-rrrrr -

n-ri-a fricrLt ctL ocl-riul... lrslr, cL1 p1e ...-

rlc infiolir.. Or-r pleoepa clc jos, crri
Lt:ra rLlPat.

CipitenrLl .J. ven 'lbcl-r ir-rvirre u . _.

cr-r vin c{c prln-ricr'.

Nu cr:ri cllmva uletit? Nr,r 5.. .

- Bl clrrr, dor-nnu1e, altfel r-r-rLs :

sr-rpir.rl clrrcli cineva ii clcranjclzu -i..

CrLpitmul r,rn 'foch clirrir-rir ,,LLr: _

- I)orl'lc, istia nu sunr c|lci. -

lrrrtc cr1 curopcr-iii. A fost vrcLur ,a..

- I)cste?l rrprolrpe sc bl1bir cL,:
n-llc mi.ini, clomnr-rle I -Eu, clorln.r.-.
rur invirtrt 1a 13ecljocng... cr-cc1 c:- .: -

chcsrii clove clite clc stiintl. Ur-i trnr : -

rle uLn urirlll, ntL-i :rsa? intrebrrri-- ,
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KaRrl Calrri

- Astc.-s srlpersririi cle-,rlc ncgrilor-, cieclarir ciipit.ntrl cr-L

superioritlterr jovialir a onruluri ec{r-rca.r. Din pr,rncr de vcclcrc
stiintific e Lm,on-scns. I)rrctrl nu porrc tr-rir ln lpi. oe sa f.ci
acolo? N* re lu:L clupii po'estile locah-ricilor-, biricrc-l cjner.. a

numir eolfiLl Isre,.e1 clrrcilor-" si clc arr-.rci beracii se tcm clc cl.
Astl cl ,c|'rngir cirpitarLrl, lovincl rrusrl cLL pllrru lr-ri gres.. NrL-i
rrimic rcolo, baicre! I)in punct cle 

'c-c1ere 
stiintiflc. e clu. nu?

- Estc, clomnr-Llc! conveni r-retisul car-c fi-ecrrcrtasc oclltir sco.lr
dir-r Brdjoeng. nr,-cinc ure ,rintc r-i.-l 

^.r'c 
cc cirtr.rrL i, Dc'i I Bru-l

Cripiter-rul .f . van Tocl-r se inrosi.

- ClLrm? zbierir cl. Dar-ce cr-ezi tu, cubanez jceos. cir n-riL spcrii
clc clrcii tii? O sli veclcn-r noil zisc elridicinclr-L-se c1e pc scrLnr crl
cele clor-rir cle 1i're impozlntc:r1e s,rlc. N-o sir-r-ni picrcl tinrprLl cr-r

tine aici, ,rn ltirl business de flicut. f inc insi,ri,rc ce-ri splrn:
in nicio colclnie ol rtnciczl'r nr-r. eristir clracil ])rcri cristl cur-nr,r. l-riu

sc efli 
'rtr.r-xri 

i, coloniilc fiarceze. Acoio cie, s-,rr prlrcx..Si rcum,
ia chcrmir-1 pe prirr-ielu1 l<anrpongu1uri listr-ril r-rcnorocitI

clir-rtrrlc. nturitnlui clcmnitu nur durir. nrulr; scclca pc i,i,c lingri
mlrguzilr n'rctisului mcstecincl trcsrie dc za]r:u. l:re un inclir-ic1 nrei
in i'i,stir, clczbrrclt, si ,rr-rlt mei sleb decit prim,ii cuLropc.i.
(le'e mli clcprrte, dcci 1u clistlnte cuvenitir, scclcr, ror llc'ir-.rc, ror
satul, cu fcnrei si copii aste ptind bineir-rtelcs sr. fic fllmeti.

- Ascultl, biictel spuse cipit,rnul v:rn -foch in nreleczrL. i\r- fi
pLltLlt tor utrir de bir-re si volbcrrscli in cllandczri san in cr-rslcziL.

frirdcri or-r.rabil,l birtr.i, batek nu srie dc-loc maleczri. \,brbclc
cirpitanultri eu fbsr rreduse in berali:i dc cubrno-p.r-tughcz; chr-. dir-r

r-norjve ntr prcli clrrc, cirpitln-trl :L considcrat nrlllczu mli potriviti.
- Asculti, biiictel As 

^vc:r 'rcv.ric 
cle citir.rL flicei zcLa'e'i.

'oinici si curajclsi, cme si mcar-gir cu nrinc 1r pescuir, intelcci?
Ll pcscuitl

Aii:hoi cu sa1.r

Nle risul ii rraclr-Lse spuselc. Prir.rrr:.

irrtclcgc, clupri c:rrc se lnroarsc crirrc
rir-ru o clrvrintlre ir-rcurl-Lr-iltir clc succ

- Scf,-ri zicc - rilmici nrcrisrrl -
c:rpiten lri pcscLrit, r.colo r-rr-idc \-r1 tlLtrl

Er i,e zil Spr-rnc-le atLlnci c:r ie s::r

B lr,.

,\ r-unlr uLn sfirt clc orir clc clisc'-,

rot sltLrl, clar mli cu scarlli birrrirne .

..' irrr.,rls.' si)l'(' (':lpirrln.

- Domnulc, ci zic cir in Devil llr..
C:rpitenul inccpu sir- sc rosclscri

- Si c1c cc, r'nir rogi
()rntrl li.li.'l ,-l irr Lr nrcri.

- Fiirrtlc:r lcolo s,,rnt tdpd-tLtp;r i'
Cripitanul sc flctL r.inir.
- Atr-rnci spur-rc-1c cir dacl nLl m.r -

qui-i... o sir 1e sn-rr-Llg r-ucchile ... o s-,-

:ice strri liampor-iu jegos. Cler-?

Onrul rilmr'rci totul constiinclc.
cu,.lrt ilLr lprins. int,-r-r,-r tlrziu. n-.e:-.

- l)onrnulc, zic cir sc \ror plrir..q. .

ciiriten ii u-rreninrli. Zic ci penrr.. ,..

;,errcr:rfi in 1cge. PL'imerul spu-r-Le i.-
Ciipitenul sc inrrir-ict-i si nai r:i:.

Sl 1c spui cir... srrigir el.

-Si vorbi pc ne rlsuI1:rte LnSpre Zt.:
\Ie risrLl n n-rdus, erXr cit ii ins.,*

.-roi si ir-ite rminebile clcliberriri ele --

.tt-LS'.lSlf:
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rJ rV 'XZetVlu ur r1f,ol ue,r lnuzrrdq.'
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K,rrrEr C,rprx

- I)onrnrLlc, zic cir ar fi clisp,si sir renunte 1:r jLrcleceti. clrrci
tuen cipitar-r plirtc.ste o ur-nenclar autoritllrilor locllc. Zic cri.. - si

eici czir'i o clipi -...sir deti clotLri slLrc c1e rrpiil NIi sc prrre crr1,
r-nult, clomnulcl As zice cir cinci ajr-rngl

Pe chipul i,r'irctit a1 cipiranr-rlui 
'en 

'lbch incepurri s:'r ap,iL
un fLl c-lc pctc brune, ror r.nli ,-ruirc si tor mlLi mrrri. N,{ri inr:ii
:tnrerrintli r:l-i rrn)tr:u'll 1'rL'5,),1 [r:rtlrcii. lrpoi :l :rrc]lllilr :rnrerrir.rr:r-
r-cr, eclicir sc oplcsrc 1a tr-ei su[e. Tn ccle clin ur-r'r'r.'r-, zisc cir-l r,'rL

i,p:iie pc pri,-rrr- penrru n'iuzcrl ccllo,rrl clin An-rsrcrcllnrl
Barecii uu rerllntet 1rr ccle cloui stLte c1c mpii, cl,u :m cerLrr o

pror-npir pe,oti. in flnal, ciLpitenr-rl se'ir-zu ne'oit se-i dce prinrl-
rulr-ri. cr-r rirlu clc lLr-ncncli. o briche rir.

- [)iL-j-o, clomnulel intervc-ni cubano-p.rtughezul. l\r,. elL 1:r

nrr;;:rzic rrci, cll' fir-i frtil.
Astfil, e [c,st r-cstabilitir pxcca lr fenr NIrse. O.pitar,1 J 'er]bcl-r si-rr clnt se:rma ca, le t1r:mr Lrrmelor. era in joc pr-estrtiul

r-asei rrlbe.

[)upi-r e,n,zii, dc pc 
'rrsul 

ollnclcz l(rnclorg Be,clocr-rg p1cc.
o berci i, c.re se efluu cirpitenr-rl J. r,en Tocl-r. succiezr-rl .lerscn,
islanclczr-rl Gucl,r-Lrdsorr, flnlenclczul Gillcrrrincr-r si cei cloi pcs-
cuitori sinsalezi cle pcrle.

Bllca sc inchept:r clirect sprc eolfu1 Devil Brv
Pc lr rr-ci, cir-rcl r'efl,xul rjunsesc 1a pr-LnctrLl srir-l cr-rlmiu,rr.

cipitenul st:rter pe ml1, blrce ph-rr-ea crm 1l o sr-rti cle rnetr-i cLc

tiunr plnclircl lechir-rii, iar- cei cloi sing:rlezi astcprrlr cu curitcle
in nrlrni un scmr, gatu sir sarl in :rpir.

- Ilaj, rul il arritir cirpitenulcu clesettLlpe ce] mai lung clintre ci.
Singelczul sirri in api., f:'Lcu ph-rre clitiv:r mcrri. apoi se scu-

funch. Oipirennl sc uitr'r lrr cces.

/iii:boi cu s,rl,r,

I)upi prlrrll trinure si clouiu,,eci

c1c nrc'trispre stlne,r. rpiuur clin a1.:i

ciurclrtl, clisperatl si ir-r accla.si rin:
lpuci c-lc btrlovar-ri, tir-rlnd inrr-o r:
ier in cclleltri o scoicri.

C lLpi tanr-r1 se incr r-rnL.l'r.

- Ei, cc e? inrrcba cl aspru.

Singelczul se tirr mei clepurtc ,:i
CE\':I.

- (le s-e intlnrpiet? strigl cripir:-:'

- Slhib. srhibl :rpucir sii ingrin:t
pc trlel rbir rirsu{ilind. Srhib... sel.u:

nl
- NCC1I |111

- I)jinsl gcrrlr singelezr_11. DL-rc.

Jrrrcil zis.- brrs-inciu-si punnii ir-r r..

- Ie rrrrli-rrri scoicn eie] or-donl c-.

tr clcschisc cLl clrtitr-ll: in e l er-,r o --.c:.

inei rnr-Llre?

Sir-rgalczlrl scolsc djntr---un slic-.,. -

:.rt. Ille il IL'('l se ()lLL

- Donnr-rle, sllnt rcolo o grorz,'. -,

cii... Se urir:rn la n-iinc cind lc c,_ric:.

l)c spain-ra, pilul, cles si cr-er j :t
- Sehib. lici nrL rnrri inrrul
Cipiter-ul cleschisc scoicile; cl,.r.-.,-

qrrsi o pcrlir cir- un bob c1e r-nazri:.

ircrcLrr. Veli 'foch se uitir. c:i.r-rd l,L --.
..',lc,t 1,e pirtrirrrr. ipr'tr'oilr.

- Ascultri - zisc c1 soviiincl - n..- -.
Sii-rgalczul cliLtinrr clir-r cap f:irl .,- ,
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Klnr Celrr

Cirpitrnr-rlJ. ven 'Ibch srmri o poftrl cur-npliti s:r urle; d,rr. spL.e

mirrrre r llri, ccmsteti c)i vorbcs c ince t si aproapc ciulce,

- Nu rc temc, ljlhciu-rlc] Cum er:rrli... clecii iria?

- ce ,rstc c.pii mici, risufli sirgeleztLl. Aur coecl:1. clo.n*rlc.
sl sulrt curr-r pc-atlLta cJe inlltil si arltiL cenr la Lur mctrLL clouirzcci
clc 1r plinrl,t. Stitcau in jru si sc,ir:rtr le rnine ce fac... Strite.r-r
rsa, c1c jur irr-rprcjur-ul mer-r...

S ingalczr-Ll se cutrcmur r'r.

- Sahib, sahil,, cLL rLL mrri ir-rtr-tL uicil
CripitrntLl f. r,en -foch 

cLrgcrx.

- Cc spuri? Frc cu ochitLl cli r plcoapr clc jos srr-r cr_ur?

- NIL stitL, clcl,nntc, r-lspunse sir-rgllczr-r1 cLr \rocc r-iL.g,sirrr. r)rr
slrnt lcolo zcce rTriil

cirpirr,r-Ll se ,itri le ccl c1c-al cloilce singalcz. Srr'rrc-r crrr
la o stLrji cir-rcizt:ci clc mctli clcpirtarc si estcpre ncpirs:iror. crL

nrAinilc incrucisrre pcsrc Llmcr-i. Eviclert, cincl csti clcz-br-ricet

n-li lrncle-ri rezcnru nrl-ir-rile, cloar pc p1'oprrlr umcr-i. c.epirenLrl
ii frc' scrrr-r ir-r rirccr-e si micr-rl singalcz si,-i in epri. l)r-rpi trei
minute si c--i,rcizc'ci cle sccr,Lncle lpirru. rgirtinclLr-sc dc bolo'eni.
cu mriinilc luncclnc{r,r-i incoacc si-rrcolo.

- llei, iesil srrigir cirpiranul.
Apcli, Pr ivrrdtr-l ,r:ri lre,r, si,-i peste bolo'ani sprc ,-reirile

crle pi;ririer-r clispelltc; nici n-ri fi clezut cri o lr-r:r-rl1le]ir ce c1

e in srerc siL frr ir L1n rrsemcnee sllr. in urltime clip:r ii prinse o
rninir si-l scoasc clin apiL. Apoi i1 :rsezi pe o piatrir. stcrgir-rcl.-si
transpiratil. SingalczLrl z:icea in nesimtire.

Ave r flLrierrLl piciorulr-ri zclr rbit, probrbil c1 pie trc; :Llrrri,-
teri ct-ir tcallir.

cipirenr-rl ii riclic.tr pleoapa; i se vcde:r cLoer- albul ocl-ririurj
ciat 1-rcste crrp. Nu i^,c'a nici o scoicir: piercllLse si crLtittLl. i'r clipr
rcee:l1 barcr cu rot cchipejLrl chmi spre ti.r-rl.

Rri:boi cri .sa/.-

L)on-inr-LLe - srrigir suedczul - r-.
ncrl aici?

- Nu, zisc cipitanr-r1. Veniti inc..:-

- ir uireti-r,ir. clomnulc - ii rrrrse
rncleptlu spr c \r:l1lor - cc rnicl'r s-li

rot rrsrl pana le nal, rrlti el r,:islir-r.1 -:

c lrn cligl

Abir pc \apor isi veni in file nr:c-

chii srrinsi sr-Lb birbic si rrcr-nr-nr .-.

spi-rse cclorlelti sli resi afnre, rpoi :s.

- Ei, clir-i cl'umrLll zise. (le-ri r rz-
Djins. sel-ribl sopti n-ricu1 sing,-

Acr-rrr.r ir-rccpuscra sa-i trcmr-rLe s

rot trLLpLLl i se fircr-rse cl dc gi.inri
(ilprtar-n-11 r,an Toch tusi in scc,

- Si . curr er:rtir?

- Ar-ltlL... c1...

SirTgalczurl inccpu sl der iar c,c

ircr.stcptetl'1, cirpiranr-rl .f . var-r Toc.r -

l:rt'.r. rr cloua oariL cu c1osr,r1 pah-ner i--

-'fhenks, sehibl rirsufli n-ricurl sir:
- 

.l'i-c 
mai binc-?

- I)e. sahib.

- Er'"rr-r scoici acolo?

- De. sehib.

C)ripitrL-u1 J. r,u'i -lbch 
contin'.r.

c,.r rirbdl-c.

- Da, sunt claci rcolol... Ciri? l
.lr,t Lln copil cle zcce :rni, clornn,-l1c

77t6
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